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Good morning friends.  It’s great to gather with you again this morning – to worship our God and to invite Him to establish our hearts, our minds, our gifts, our passions, our priorities, and our very lives in the Gospel.  For several months we’ve been studying The Old Testament book of EXODUS, and last Sunday we wrapped up studying the NINE PLAGUES, or really we might call them the NINE MIRACLES, God sent onto Pharaoh and the Egyptians NOT BECAUSE PHARAOH WOULDN’T SET THE JEWS FREE FROM SLAVERY; BUT BECAUSE PHARAOH KEPT REFUSING TO RECOGNIZE GOD, AND SURRENDER HIS WILL TO GOD.  And the common denominator with all NINE PLAGUES was that Pharaoh kept choosing a harder and harder heart.

This morning, we come to what some people call the TENTH PLAGUE, but which I call GOD’S FINAL JUDGMENT, because it’s just so out of proportion to the other PLAGUES.  In EXODUS 11:1-12:30 we’ll see the LORD tell Pharaoh that He’s giving him one more chance to soften his heart, surrender his will, and let the Jews go – but that if he continued to stand against God, every firstborn in Egypt would die.  But God also says that the people who obey Him, whether they’re Jews or Egyptians, that He would come near them and allow His judgment to “pass over their homes”.  

For me, this disturbing story has at it’s core, principles of “sowing and reaping” and “cause and effect” but as I’ve spent time with this part of the EXODUS story over the past few months, and as I’ve studied it and immersed myself into it, I’ve found myself almost continually saying, sometimes out loud and with a loud voice …

“God, are You kidding me?  This story is confusing.  It seems to say things to me about Your character that conflict with what I know about You – or that I want to know about You!  What about your love?  How could You bring this kind of judgment?  This whole story has to be some kind of a cosmic mistake.  Seriously … this can’t really be how this part of the EXODUS story turned out!”

And so, this past week as I’ve read and prayed through these chapters … and as I’ve studied them, and then written out what I am sharing with you to this morning, I have to confess that I’ve had a troubled heart.  And while I’ve worked through some of the paradoxes in this story, I have to tell you that I’m not all the way at the other side of the valley it’s taken me through.

But what I know for certain is that the story found in these verses has taught me some important things about God, and about us as human beings.  And while I wish we didn’t have to figure out how to live within the tensions, the paradoxes, and the struggles this story bring into our life and our faith, it’s what we have to do.  But in the end, I’ve been reminded again of the rock-solid truth that not all the mysteries about God can be solved, or even should be solved … and that learning to live within the strain that exists between these sometimes seemingly opposing truths about God, doesn’t have to weaken our faith, but that it can actually strengthen our faith and trust in this God we’re seeking to know and love, and this God Who has sought us out, and Who knows us and loves us.  And so, as we dig into these verses, I invite us to do so with some of the lyrics in mind from one of the songs we sang together earlier …

“REVELATION SONG”

You, the only wise King … I'm filled with wonder, awestruck wonder
at the mention of Your name.  Jesus Your name is Power, Breath
and Living Water, such a marvelous mystery.

Back in EXODUS 4:21-23 God told Moses that through all the plagues Pharaoh would harden his heart, and that in the end, the only thing that would make Pharaoh let the Jews go would be to have God’s judgment fall on all of Egypt, resulting in the death of every firstborn.  But that when that happened, not only would Pharaoh let the children of Israel go, he would beg them to go.

EXODUS 11:1-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Now the LORD said to Moses, “One more plague I will bring on Pharaoh and on Egypt; after that he will let you go from here.  When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out from here completely.
2 Speak now in the hearing of the people that each man ask from his neighbor and each woman from her neighbor for articles of silver and articles of gold.”
3 The LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians.  Furthermore, the man Moses himself was greatly esteemed in the land of Egypt, both in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people.

Through all NINE OF THE PLAGUES the loyalty of the Egyptians toward Pharaoh was going down, down, down, and the Egyptian’s belief in Moses being sent into their midst from the one true God was going up, up, up.  

The Jews had lived in Egypt for about 400 years … 200+ years as guests, after Joseph’s family came to Egypt to escape a famine.  And then 200+ years as Egyptian slaves.  By their blood, sweat, and tears, the Jews spent more than two centuries building many of the great Egyptian cities and monuments, and they’d never been paid.  So the Jews were collecting 200+ years of back wages from their years as slaves … nothing was stolen, nothing was begged for, it was all just asked for, and given.  So while on one hand it seems here like the Jews plundered Egypt, most surely, they were actually owed much, much more than what they were given in unpaid wages.

Before we go on with EXODUS 11 it’s important for us to understand that our God isn’t powerless over people.  When God wants circumstances to develop in a specific way, He causes things to happen.  We’re not puppets, and God isn’t a puppet-master, but let’s not kid ourselves about the fact that God has the ability to affect circumstances and people's decisions.  Here’s what Solomon writes about this truth in PROVERBS 21:1 …

PPROVERBS 21:1 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

1 The king’s heart is like a stream of water directed by the Lord; He guides it wherever He pleases.

I love how the beginning of the Gospel of Luke tells us that Caesar Augustus decided that HE wanted to have a census taken of all the parts of the earth he was ruling.  But friends, it wasn’t Caesar Augustus who WANTED this census to happen – it wasn’t Caesar Augustus who NEEDED Joseph and Mary to return to Joseph’s hometown of Bethlehem to be counted.  IT WAS ALL GOD’S PLAN to have Mary and Joseph’s son, Jesus Christ, the “bread of life” the Messiah, Emmanuel, God with us born in the Bethlehem, the “city of bread” so that The Old Testament prophecy found in MICAH 5:1-2 (a prophecy written around 800 years before Christ’s birth), would be fulfilled.

And gang, just like God intervened here in Egypt, and just like God intervened in EXODUS and just like God intervened in LUKE, our God is able to intervene in your circumstances and in my circumstances today.  People might look at you as a slave, as being bound up in something that there’s no way you’d ever be able dig your way out of, never be able to climb over, never be able to burrow out from under, or never be able to go around.  “No way, no how”.  You might have even said this about yourself.

But this morning, tonight, tomorrow, or at some time down the road, God can supernaturally give you favor in the eyes of those who might be holding you back, or who are even just watching from the sidelines – as He begins His miracle of deliverance in your life.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

Today you might have a hard heart.  But when you surrender your will to God, He can and will begin supernaturally accomplishing His plans for you.  You watch.  You wait.  You trust.  You’ll see.

Moses is face-to-face with Pharaoh again, and now, for the first time, in vv. 4-5, God has Moses say to Pharaoh that if he doesn’t surrender his will to God, and if he doesn’t let God’s firstborn, the Jews, go, that all the firstborn of Egypt will die.

EXODUS 11:4-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 Moses said, “Thus says the LORD, ‘About midnight I am going out into the midst of Egypt,
5 and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt will die, from the firstborn of the Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the millstones; all the firstborn of the cattle as well.
6 Moreover, there will be a great cry in all the land of Egypt such as there has not been before and such as will never be again.
7 But against any of the sons of Israel a dog will not even bark, whether against man or beast, that you may understand how the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.’

It’s amazing, that even though God’s judgment will affect everyone in the land of Egypt, God’s mercy will allow the Egyptians to see the truth – that this judgment, while coming from God, isn’t the fault of God, and that neither is it the fault of the Jews – but that God’s judgment is coming because of the choices Pharaoh has continued to make, to harden his heart toward God, and to willfully disobey God.

What a horrible, but sobering reality this must have been for Pharaoh because as he’s shown while going through the NINE PLAGUES, like all politicians, he didn’t mind going through difficult times just as long as he could blame them on somebody else.  But God told Pharaoh early on that he was the one who would bear the blame for what would happen, and now this prophetic word was coming true.

 EXODUS 11:8 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 All these your servants will come down to me and bow themselves before me, saying, ‘Go out, you and all the people who follow you,’ and after that I will go out.”  And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger.

And now, EXODUS 11 wraps up with God telling Moses that Pharaoh will still not heed His instruction, or give in to His attempts to show him His mercy and His grace.

EXODUS 11:9-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, so that My wonders will be multiplied in the land of Egypt.”
10 Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before Pharaoh; yet the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the sons of Israel go out of his land.
 
You’d think that by this time, having gone through all NINE PLAGUES, that Pharaoh would have believed the word of prophetic instruction God brought to him through Moses.  But God, who’d given Pharaoh over to his own devices, allows him to continue down this destructive road.  We look at this and we say “How could Pharaoh be so blind?!  Why didn’t he just open his eyes and see what was going on all around him?!”  But friends, how many warnings from God, and from people God has sent into our lives, have you and I ignored, even to our own peril and loss?

When you and I commit individual acts of sin, we violate the known, revealed heart of God – we miss the mark – and we fall short of the goal (ROMANS 3:23).  Be honest with yourself … as you look at your commitment to God, do you see REAL, SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES from where you were when you first came into a relationship with God, and now?  Remember what I’ve shared with you so many times about specifically where we need to look to see if these spiritual changes are actually taking place, or if we’re just “hoping we’re changing” …  
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· 
· In our THOUGHTS
· In our WORDS
· In our PRIORITIES
· In our ACTIONS


There are some big differences between children who are just allowed to GROW UP, and children who are RAISED UP.  Children who are RAISED UP are able to make decisions based on the truth that’s been pressed into them.  But children who just GROW UP, who turn from little kids into young adults because they’ve grown taller or passed some tests in school, are often forced to make critical life decisions without having the right foundation of truth to base those critical decisions on.  And the truth about these two kinds of children translates all too well from THE NATURAL REALM, over into THE SPIRITUAL REALM.

Too many followers of Jesus Christ THINK they’re spiritually mature, and THINK they’re soft-hearted toward God, and THINK they’re fully surrendered to God, when actually they’re like young adults who’ve been allowed to GROW UP instead of being RAISED UP.  And because they’ve never been RAISED UP and REARED in the truths of God’s Word, and in the instruction, training, correction, and pruning of God, they’ve just kind of left their spiritual development to chance … somehow hoping against hope that they’re changing, but never really planning on changing, or pursing the spiritual discipline it takes for real spiritual change to happen.

As we’ve gone through the NINE PLAGUES in EXODUS 7-11… and now as we come to this painful judgment of God in EXODUS 12, we’ve seen the reality that sin has to be confessed, punished, and forgiven … and we’ve seen that when you and I choose to NOT LIVE LIVES of righteousness before God, and when you and I choose to NOT LIVE LIVES of confession and repentance before God, and when you and I chose TO NOT TAKE our relationship with God seriously, then like Pharaoh, there will come a time when God’s mercy, longsuffering, and grace will come to an end, and when our folly will be confronted with God’s judgment.

So let me ask you … ARE YOU GROWING UP IN YOUR FAITH AND IN YOUR LIFE WITH JESUS CHRIST?  Are you seeing more of God’s revealed character in what you THINK, in what you SAY, in your PRIORITIES, and in what you DO?  ARE YOU ON THE ROAD OF MATURITY WITH GOD?  Moses has made a lot of mistakes since He was confronted with God and God’s will for His life at the burning bush – but he’s been learning, changing, and growing all along the way.  But Pharaoh, even though he’s been given chances, over and over and over again to change, and learn and grow, has kicked every one of those opportunities to the curb and hardened his heart toward God.

So when it comes to your spiritual growth, change, and maturity, ARE YOU more like Moses, or more like Pharaoh? … ARE YOU obeying or ignoring God’s warnings? … ARE YOU receiving or evading God’s instruction? … ARE YOU embracing or rejecting God’s commandments? … ARE YOU inviting or dodging God’s correction? … ARE YOU softening your heart toward God, or ARE YOU keeping your heart hard toward God’s invitation that you really surrender control of your life over to Him?

If you’re honest about where you’re at with God this morning … and if you’re not maturing in your faith … OR if you’ve never entered into a relationship with God, or if you’ve stalled out in your relationship with God because of the choices you’re making, let me challenge you to ponder the strong possibility that what’s at the root of that reality is one, or maybe a combination of some of these things …

· 
· ego
· stubbornness
· fear
· loss

· a hurt
· a habit
· a hang-up that you’re refusing to turn over to God once and for all


WHAT’S IT GOING TO TAKE FOR YOU TO BEGIN GROWING UP BEFORE YOU GROW OLD?

	SHELLY AND WORSHIP TEAM | “I AM NOT THE SAME”

I like a lot of sports, but I’m not a big boxing fan.  I’m okay with you liking boxing.  I’m just not a boxing guy.  Mainly it’s because it’s the only sport where the whole goal is to give the other boxer a concussion … that’s what a KNOCKOUT is.  And so many of the fights seem kind of rigged to me.  For instance, when the reigning champion gets paid $8 million dollars whether he wins or not, and the challenger gets $2 million dollars whether he goes 1 round or 15 rounds, you’d think he’d be crazy to go 15 rounds!  Maybe that’s why so many fights are over so quickly.

Well, as much as I dislike boxing, over the past several weeks, you and I have had ringside seats at the fight of the century.  Up until this time the match has been pretty lopsided, with God delivering 100% of the blows … coming in the form of the NINE PLAGUES.  Ever since ROUND 1 … in fact, even before the fight began, God has given Pharaoh the option, over and over again, to respond to His mercy and His grace.  But after each bell … just when it seems like Pharaoh has had enough, and is willing to surrender, he somehow catches his second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and even ninth wind, and he comes back out of his corner swinging … bruised and swollen, beaten and whipped, but with his fists up and ready to fight again – stubbornly refusing to surrender to God’s will and let the Israelites go.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 2 …

Doing God’s will, God’s way demands our AVAILABILITY and our OBEDIENCE in equal doses.  Are you giving God both?

But time is quickly ticking away and the sound of the bell that will end the last round of this fight is about to be heard.  And God’s final blow won’t be aimed at Pharaoh’s HEAD, or at his POCKETBOOK, or even at his EGO.  This final blow will be aimed at Pharaoh’s HEART.  And so it’s with devastating finality that the Almighty God deals the knockout punch to the King of Egypt, and then delivers the Jews out of slavery.  
 
The coming exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt is such a significant act in Jewish history that God tells them they’re throwing out their old calendar and starting brand new … and that from this time forward Judaism will begin the new year each Spring by celebrating their redemption from Egypt with a month-long festival.  Okay, please turn with me to EXODUS 12 …

EXODUS 12:1-6 (NASB)

1 Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
2 “This month will be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you.
3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers’ households, a lamb for each household.
4 Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb.
5 Your lamb will be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.
6 You will keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight.

So beginning at the Exodus, the month of Abib (ah-BEEB) became the beginning of the Jewish New Year.  Today, the Jews call it the month of Nisan (NEE-sahn), a name change that took place during the Babylonian captivity, because the Babylonians called the month “Nissanu.”  

Beginning at the first EXODUS, on the 10th day of Nisan each family was to take a one-year old lamb or goat (the Hebrew word used isn’t specific and can mean lamb or goat) … and this critter had to be without spot or blemish, and the people took it into their home to live with them for four days.  God’s plan was that by the time the family sacrificed it on the 14th day of the month, because they’d made it a part of their family, it would have become precious to them, and it’s death would bring mourning and loss into their hearts.

EXODUS 12:7-11 (NASB)

7 Moreover, they will take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.
8 They will eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, and they will eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, both its head and its legs along with its entrails.
10 And you will not leave any of it over until morning, but whatever is left of it until morning, you will burn with fire.
11 Now you will eat it in this manner:  With your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you will eat it in haste — it is the LORD’S Passover.

 (
Before the Passover lamb was 
eaten, its blood 
was 
applied to the 
top and the side of a home’s 
door
way
. 
 
The only part of this sacrifice given to God was the blood; the 
meat
 was eaten by each family or discarded
.
The parallels for the Jews leaving Egypt in 
The Old Testament
 and this sacrificed lamb or goat, and you and I leaving the slavery of sin because of the death of Jesus Christ on the cross in 
The New Testament
 are important for us to see and embrace.
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As our perfect unblemished sacrifice, Jesus had to come into direct contact with thee fire of God the Father’s judgment on our behalf, and the bitterness of the cross is reflected in the bitter herbs the Jews ate with the sacrifice.

EXODUS 12:12-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

12 For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments — I am the LORD.
13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. [emphasis added]
 
God told the Jews that when He saw the blood applied over their doorposts as He commanded, that they’d be spared this final judgment, the death of their firstborn.  So the blood of the lamb was central to what God required for the forgiveness of sin, both then, and now.  I love what Bible teacher David Guzik writes about the blood … 

“For the Jews to have an intellectual agreement with what God said about the blood was not enough; they actually had to do what God said must be done with the blood.”
 
EXODUS 12:14-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 14 ‘Now this day will be a memorial to you, and you will celebrate it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance.
15 Seven days you will eat unleavened bread, but on the first day you will remove leaven from your houses; for whoever eats anything leavened from the first day until the seventh day, that person will be cut off from Israel.
16 On the first day you will have a holy assembly, and another holy assembly on the seventh day; no work at all will be done on them, except what must be eaten by every person, that alone may be prepared by you.
17 You will also observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore you will observe this day throughout your generations as a permanent ordinance.
18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you will eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at evening.
19 Seven days there will be no leaven found in your houses; for whoever eats what is leavened, that person will be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is an alien or a native of the land.
20 You will not eat anything leavened; in all your dwellings you will eat unleavened bread.’”

God’s command that the Jews eat unleavened bread was more about practicality than about a fear of yeast.  The Jews had to leave quickly, so there wasn’t time for the dough to rise.  Throughout God’s Word, yeast is often symbolically used for sin … and so for us, as 21st-Century followers of Jesus Christ, this feast of unleavened bread is a reminder that when we leave the slavery of sin, God wants us to REALLY LEAVE THE SLAVERY OF SIN.

Yes, it takes time to change … WE ALL KNOW FROM OUR OWN LIVES THAT WE CAN GET OUT OF EGYPT, BUT IT CAN TAKE TIME TO GET EGYPT OUT OF US … I understand that … but I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 3 …

It must be our heart’s desire to press into God more visibly, intentionally, and consistently, AND TO SIN LESS.  If this isn’t our goal, we’ll never grow in our faith, and we’ll never become the mature sons and daughters God lovingly expects us to become.

EXODUS 12:21-23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and take for yourselves lambs according to your families, and slay the Passover lamb.
22 You will take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the

lintel and the two doorposts; and none of you will go outside the door of his house until morning.
23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to smite you.

Hyssop was a brush-like bushy plant God told the Jews to use to apply the blood to their doorposts.  Throughout God’s Word hyssop is used in cleansing rituals – whether it was cleansing a leper (LEVITICUS 14:6), or cleansing an animal (NUMBERS 19:6), or for the cleansing of water (NUMBERS 19:18).

King David wrote in PSALM 51:7, “cleanse me with hyssop and I will be clean.”  Hyssop was also connected with Jesus’s death on the cross, for the forgiveness and the cleansing of our sins.  In JOHN 19:29 we’re told that while Jesus was dying on the cross, a hyssop branch with a sponge soaked in sour wine attached to it was lifted up to Him.  Gang, salvation wasn't accomplished with a PRAYER, or with a FAST, or with a bunch of GOOD WORKS; it was accomplished by the life of Jesus Christ being given up on the cross for you and for me.

EXODUS 12:24-27a (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 And you will observe this event as an ordinance for you and your children forever.
25 When you enter the land, which the LORD will give you, as He has promised, you will observe this rite.
26 And when your children say to you, ‘What does this rite mean to you?’
27a you will say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice to the LORD who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians but spared our homes.’”  
 
Friends, Passover was God’s greatest work of redemption carried out on The Old Testament side of the cross.  In LUKE 22:14-20 Jesus offers us a beautiful teaching about how He wanted the work of His “new Passover”, that would occur on the cross, to be remembered by all generations, and applied to all people.

v. 27 says … God smote the Egyptians but spared our homes … and in these words we see two important things happening at once … we see the enemy being defeated and we see God delivering the people who were choosing to live in line with His commands … and in this deliverance God gave His people a new identity, new promises, and a new kind of life where they’d be yoked with Him in a new way.
[image: ]
  
  Like each of the NINE PLAGUES, this final act of God’s judgment     
    was directed against significant Egyptian gods.  FIRST, it came against Osiris, the Egyptian god worshiped as the supreme giver 
      of life.  And SECOND, because Pharaoh proclaimed himself a god – he and his household were also brought into this chapter of
                   pain and loss.

At the end of the 19th-Century, an inscription was found in an Egyptian shrine connected with the great Sphinx that records a solemn promise from the Egyptian gods vowing that Thutmose IV would succeed his father Amenhotep II – whom historians believe to be the Pharaoh we read about in the Exodus story.  Why did the Egyptians make such a unique, emphatic promise from their gods that something so natural would happen - the eldest son taking his father's place as Pharaoh?  Why?  Because Thutmose IV was not his father, Amenhotep II’s, firstborn son, because his firstborn died at the Passover.   And because of this reality, the Egyptians believed that Pharaoh’s second-born son needed special protection from their gods in order to succeed as Pharaoh … and so this inscription was done to provide that.

EXODUS 12:27b-28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

27b And the people bowed low and worshiped.
28 Then the sons of Israel went and did so; just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.
 
It’s so awesome to read these verses … and gang, oh how our God longs to speak these same words concerning you and me.  Oh, that you and I would “bow low and worship God … that as God’s sons and daughters we would go and do just as He tells us to do.”  Because as great as God's deliverance from slavery in Egypt was, the Jews wouldn’t have received it if they’d failed to do what God commanded them to do.

Just think about how many Israelites suffered under the judgment of the firstborn because they chose to not believe and obey … and how many Egyptians were spared God’s judgment because they chose to take God at His word, and believe, and obey?  This morning’s teaching might just seem like a long review of Jewish history … or perhaps this Passover story is brand new to you.  But either way, as seekers and followers of Jesus Christ, we see how this story in EXODUS is united with the story of our relationship with God through Christ when we read the words of the Apostle Paul in FIRST CORINTHIANS 5, where Christ is called “our Passover.”

FIRST CORINTHIANS 5:7-8 (NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

7-8 Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch of dough – you are, in fact, without yeast.  For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.  So then, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of vice and evil, but with the bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.

In every detail, the Passover looked back to the time in history when God’s judgment passed over the houses with the lamb's blood on them, and looked forward to the ultimate sacrifice of the Lamb of God - Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of the sins of the world.

“O God, as Your followers, may we learn from the lessons in these verses, and from the fruit of these steps of disobedience and obedience taken by people in this true story over 3,500 years ago.”
And now, in EXODUS 12:29-30, God’s judgment blow was delivered …

EXODUS 12:29-30 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

29 Now it came about at midnight that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of cattle.
30 Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians, and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was no home where there was not someone dead.

Gang, whether it was God dealing with Pharaoh centuries ago, or God dealing with you and me here today, God first has to inform our minds, about Who He is, before most of us are willing to surrender to Him.  This process of God connecting with our minds, and us considering Him and pondering Him, is how our hearts begin to grow soft and open up toward God.  Remember what Pharaoh asked Moses back in EXODUS 5:2?

EXODUS 5:2 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

2 “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice and let Israel go?  I do not know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.”

Now Pharaoh knows that the LORD God is greater than himself, and greater than all the Egyptian gods.  Friends, let’s open ourselves up to this truth as well … even though we probably have to wrestle with the challenges of faith that come to our hearts and minds about the character of our God who brought about this final judgment and allowed the firstborn of everyone who continued having hard-hearts toward God to die.

You and I are finite people.  We were conceived and then born, and someday we’ll die.  You and I had a beginning and sometime in the future, every single one of us will have an end.  As a finite person, I don’t want to serve a God who I could understand everything about … a God who I could completely define … because then we’d be equals.  And I know that that’s not true – not by a long, long, long, long shot.

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY … A SUMMER PRAISE AND WORSHIP SERVICE!  THREE 2ND STREETERS WILL SHARE WITH US HOW GOD IS ALIVE AND WORKING IN THEIR LIVES RIGHT NOW AND CHALLENGING THEM TO LIVE OUT OUR 2ND STREET MISSION.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST AND THEN COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!  

ALSO, JOIN GREGG AND OTHERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS.
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Good morning friends.  It’s great to gather with you 

again this morning 

–

 

to worship 

our God and to invite Him to establish our hearts, our minds, our gifts, our passions, 

our priorities, and

 

our very lives in the Gospel.

  

For several months we’ve been 

studying 

The Old Testament

 

book of 

EXODUS

, and last Sund

ay we wrapped up 

studying the 

NINE PLAGUES

, or really we might call them the 

NINE MIRACLES

, 

God

 

sent onto 

Pharaoh and the

 

Egyptians 

NOT

 

BECAU

SE PHARAOH WOULDN’T S

ET THE 

JEWS FREE FROM SLAVERY

; 

BUT

 

BECAUSE PHARAOH KEPT REFUSING TO 

RECOGNIZE GOD, 

AND

 

SURREND

ER HIS WILL TO GOD

.  And the common denominator 

with all 

NINE PLAGUES

 

was that Pharaoh kept 

choosing 

a harder and harder heart.

 

 

T

his morning, we come to what some people call the 

TENTH

 

PLAGUE

, but which I call 

GOD’S FINAL JUDGMENT

, because it’s 

just 

so ou

t of proportion to 

the 

other 

PLAGUES

.

  

I

n 

EXODUS 1

1:1

-

12

:30

 

we’ll see the 

LORD 

tell

 

Pharaoh 

that He’s giving 

him 

one more chance to soften his heart, surrender his will, and let the 

Jews

 

go 

–

 

but

 

that if he continued to stand against God, 

every

 

firstborn 

i

n Egypt would die.

  

But

 

God 

also 

says

 

that 

the 

people

 

who o

bey

 

Him

, 

whether they’re Jews or 

Egyptians

, that He 

would come near them and

 

allow His judgment to 

“pass over their 

home

s”

.

  

 

 

For me, t

his disturbing story has at it’s core, principles of 

“sowing 

and reaping” 

and 

“cause and effect

” 

but as I’ve spent time with this part of the 

EXODUS

 

story over 

the past few months, and 

as I’ve studied it and immersed myself into it, I’ve found 

myself almost continually saying, sometimes out 

lo

ud and 

with a loud voic

e …

 

 

“G

od, are Y

ou kidding me?

  

This story is confusing

.  It seems to say 

things to

 

me about Your character that 

conflict with what I know 

about You 

–

 

or that I want to 

know

 

about You!  

What about your 

love?  How could You bring this kind of judgment?  

Thi

s whole 

story

 

has to be some kind of a cosmic mistake.  

Seriously … this

 

can’t 

really be how this part of the 

EXODUS

 

story

 

turned out!”

 

 

And so, this past week as 

I’ve read and 

prayed through 

these chapters … and as I’ve 

studied them, and 

then 

written 

out 

what I am sharing with you to 

this morning

, I have 

to confess that I’ve had a troubled heart

.  And 

while I’ve worked through some of the 

paradoxes in this story, I

 

have to tell you that I

’m not all the way at the other side of 

the

 

valley it’s taken me thro

ugh.

 

 

But what I know 

for certain 

is that the

 

story found in these 

verses 

has

 

taught me some 

important things

 

about God,

 

and 

about us as human beings.  

And while

 

I wish we

 

didn’t h

ave to 

figure out how to 

live with

in

 

the 

tensions

, the paradoxes, 

and the

 

st

ruggle

s 

this

 

story

 

bring 

i

nto 

our 

life and our 

faith, it’s what we

 

have to do.

  

But in 

the end, I’ve been reminded again of the rock

-

solid truth that not 

all the mysteries 

